Dear Prospective Connections Member:
Thank you for your interest in Connections, a Retired Woman’s Group.  I am writing to tell you about a few important items for prospective members to know.  Please read this carefully as our membership process has recently changed.
· We are a volunteer run organization.  Our activities are led by member volunteers.  Without them we could not be the vibrant organization we have become.

· A current Connections member must be your sponsor.  Your sponsor will:
· Review your application and communicate with the Membership Secretary.
· Send your application and dues check to the Membership Secretary.  Applications will be accepted only if sent via United States Postal Service.
· Coordinate with you and the Membership Secretary to attend two general meetings together.
· Introduce you to Connections members at the general meetings.
· Serve as a resource to you after you become a member.

· We are accepting several new members each month.  Your application will be placed in a queue and processed in chronological order of receipt.  The Membership Secretary will contact your sponsor to notify her when you will be introduced at which time you will become a member and will be invited to activity meetings and other Connection events.  You will be introduced at the second meeting you attend together.

· Please note: You will not be eligible to attend Connections activities (including trips and luncheons) until you have been introduced at a meeting and entered into our tracking system.  Once in the system, you will receive the next round of emails with information about those activities.

· You will be given a name tag identifying you as a member of Connections.  This name tag is required when you attend our activities.  This will allow us to get to know you better and ensure only paid members attend our activities.  You will also receive a folder with relevant information about the group.

· We have many activities.  Important information about each group is listed on our website, https://njconnections.com/.  A monthly calendar is also located there.  Please visit the calendar to see what activities you might be interested in.  The site also includes other important information, including our Constitution, Policies and Procedures.  Please do not attend an activity until you ask to be included and have been assigned to the group.

· We currently have a significant number of members: the Executive Board and activity leaders will do their best to include you in activities in a timely manner.  There may be groups that are at capacity and cannot take anymore members into their group.  If that is the case, you will be notified you are on a waiting list. Please do not appear at an activity until you are assigned to the group.

· Our activities are held at various venues; however, general meetings and several other activities are held at the First Presbyterian Church, 722 East Ridgewood Avenue with a parking lot on Van Dien Avenue across the street from the church.  Park only in the spaces marked CH.  The numbered spots are used by the students at Ridgewood High School and are paid for by their families.  Please use the Connections parking sign available on our website.  If parking on the street, please follow the signs stating when parking is available.  There is a map identifying adjacent streets located on our website.
We look forward to meeting you at our meetings and activities.
Regards,
Susan J. Steele
Membership Secretary

